A look back

Remembering the Historic Flood of 2008
Coralville marks the 10 year anniversary with an appreciation for progress & flood protection
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About the Flood
Flooding on the Iowa River, Clear Creek, and Biscuit Creek in 2008 caused
unprecedented damages in Coralville, in spite of dedicated efforts by city
staff and community volunteers to protect the city’s core with sandbags and
other temporary measures. Permanent mitigation measures put into place
following the 1993 flood worked as planned but could not withstand the
near-500 year flood levels reached in June 2008.
The US Army Corps of Engineers notified city officials on June 4, 2008,
that they would increase release rates at the Coralville Dam. That same
day, crews began filling and placing sandbags at homes in the city’s most
vulnerable area, Edgewater Drive. Sandbagging continued for 10 more days
until the crest on June 15, far surpassing the height of the spillway and
any previous flooding events.

Despite the valiant efforts to protect lowlying areas, the Iowa River, Clear Creek, and
Biscuit Creek spread to areas in Coralville well
beyond the floodway, the 100-year flood plain,
and in some cases even the 500-year flood
plain. A curfew was in effect within 100 yards
of floodwaters from 8:30 pm to 6:00 am from
June 14 to June 26; 310 households faced
mandatory evacuations; and floodwaters
reached 8 feet in the center of streets.
Over 200 businesses were severely impacted
by the high waters with a total of $21 million
in damages. Road closures that lasted three
weeks or more, as well as business closings,
affected Coralville residents’ employment and
access to health care, education, and services.
In addition, 400 households were directly
impacted, totaling $4.5 million in damages.
The majority of these units were ultimately
demolished, having suffered repeated flooding.
The homes on Edgewater Drive were purchased
through FEMA’s hazard mitigation grants or
“buyout” program and the property will
remain in green space in perpetuity.
The City's infrastructure sustained over
$7 million in damages. The City’s Transit
Maintenance Facility and Parks/Building
Maintenance Department buildings near Clear
Creek sustained water levels of over five feet.
The departments occupied temporary space
in Coralville until a new shared facility at 900
10th Street was completed in May 2012.

